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Why focus on more advanced learners? 

• Growing number of students at this level 

 

• Growing demand for higher-level proficiency 

 English-language university courses 

 English for the workplace  

 

• Growing prestige of higher-level proficiency 

 Social status 

 Personal and professional self-esteem 
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What is an advanced learner? 

Think about your advanced learners.  

What qualities would you say they have? 
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What is an advanced learner? 

Think about your advanced learners.  

What positive qualities do they have? 
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confident 

ambitious 

independent 

curious determined 



Advanced learners 

Further characteristics 

• confident in their ability to improve 

• highly motivated 

• willing to invest time and energy – to go the extra mile 

• willing to take risks with the language 

• independent as learners, with strong learning-style 

preferences 

• aware of their weaknesses and areas for improvement 

• have high aspirations 

        Alan Maley Advanced Learners 
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Teaching advanced learners  

The challenges 

Put yourself in your students’ shoes… 

What are the biggest challenges that advanced learners face? 

 

Write your ideas in the chat area… 
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Teaching advanced learners  

The challenges 

 

• the ‘plateau’ effect  

– Why leave the comfort zone? 

– Identifying areas for development 

 

 

• learning modes 

– Need for new skills and strategies 

– Can’t/won’t come to class 
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Teaching advanced learners  

The challenges 

Overall reading comprehension:  

 

At this level students can… 

 

 

 

 

 

       B2 or C1? 
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…read with a large degree of independence, adapting speed 

and style of reading to different texts and purposes, and 

using appropriate reference sources selectively. 

 



Teaching advanced learners  

The challenges 

Creative writing:  

 

At this level students can… 

 

 

 

 

 

       B2 or C1? 
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…write clear, detailed, well-structured and developed 

descriptions and imaginative texts in an assured, personal, 

natural style appropriate to the reader in mind. 

 



Teaching advanced learners  

The challenges 

Grammatical accuracy 

 

At this level students can… 

 

 

 

 

 

       B2 or C1? 
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…consistently maintain a high degree of grammatical 

accuracy; errors are rare and difficult to spot.  

 



Teaching advanced learners 

The challenges 

 

Note taking 

 

At this level students can… 

 

 

 

 

 

       B2 or C1? 
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…understand a clearly structured lecture on a familiar 

subject, and can take notes; they tend to concentrate on the 

words themselves and therefore miss some information. 



Teaching advanced learners 

The challenges 

 

Presentation skills 

 

At this level students can… 

 

 

 

 

 

       B2 or C1? 
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…give a clear, well-structured presentation of a complex 

subject, expanding and supporting points of view at some 

length with subsidiary points, reasons and relevant 

examples. Can handle interjections well, responding 

spontaneously and almost effortlessly. 
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Tips for teaching advanced learners 

Five activities to try 

1. Reading: anticipation and prediction 

2. Story writing: Setting – problem – resolution 

3. Ambiguous sentences 

4. Triple dictation 

5. Goldfish bowl discussion 
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Five activities to try 

1. Reading: anticipation and prediction 

You are going to see a text. 

 

It is about an environmental problem 

caused by holiday footwear. 

 

Guess: 

What kind of footwear?  

What kind of problem? 
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Five activities to try 

1. Reading: anticipation and prediction 

Do you _______ flip-flops when you 

_______  on holiday? Probably. In fact, 

_______ any people _______ never 

_______ flip-flops and many _______  us 

go _______ several _______ every year. 

But _______  the holiday’s _______ , 

where _______ they _______ ? Some 

flip-flops _______ up in rubbish _______, 

but _______ too many of _______ float 

_______ to _______ . 
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Five activities to try 

1. Reading: anticipation and prediction 

Do you pack flip-flops when you go on 

holiday? Probably. In fact, hardly any 

people have never worn flip-flops and 

many of us go through several pairs 

every year. But once the holiday’s over, 

where do they go? Some flip-flops end 

up in rubbish dumps, but far too many of 

them float out to sea. 
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Meeting the challenge 

Reading comprehension 

The challenge at B2 level: 
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…read with a large degree of independence, adapting speed 

and style of reading to different texts and purposes, and 

using appropriate reference sources selectively. 

 



Meeting the challenge 

Reading comprehension 

The challenge at B2 level: 

  

 

 

 

 Help students become faster and more autonomous 

readers; 

 Use prediction as a way to increase understanding and  

boost confidence 

 Use dictionaries; compare ideas 
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…read with a large degree of independence, adapting speed 

and style of reading to different texts and purposes, and 

using appropriate reference sources selectively. 

 



Five activities to try  

2. Story writing: Setting – problem – resolution 
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Meeting the challenge 

Story writing 

The challenge at C1 level: 
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…write clear, detailed, well-structured and developed 

descriptions and imaginative texts in an assured, personal, 

natural style appropriate to the reader in mind. 



Meeting the challenge 

Story writing 

The challenge at C1 level: 

 

 

 

 

 Provide a clear paragraph structure to promote cohesion 

 Incorporate an imaginative challenge 

 Provide freedom through constraint 

 Explore collaborative writing techniques for embellishment 

 
Professional Development 26 

…write clear, detailed, well-structured and developed 

descriptions and imaginative texts in an assured, personal, 

natural style appropriate to the reader in mind. 



Five activities to try 

3. Ambiguous sentences  

 

 

 

 

 

What does it mean? 

a.) The man they hit was carrying a bag. 

b.) They used a bag to hit the man. 

Professional Development 27 

They hit the man with a bag. 



Five activities to try 

3. Ambiguous sentences  
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Students hate annoying teachers. 

I once shot an elephant in my pyjamas. 

Woman without her man is nothing. 



Meeting the challenge 

Grammatical accuracy 

The challenge at C1 level: 
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…consistently maintain a high degree of grammatical 

accuracy; errors are rare and difficult to spot.  

 



Meeting the challenge 

Grammatical accuracy 

The challenge at C1 level: 

 

 

 

 

 Activate students’ knowledge of grammar 

 Highlight the importance of the need for accuracy in writing 

 Promote freer discussion of language and grammar in class 
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…consistently maintain a high degree of grammatical 

accuracy; errors are rare and difficult to spot.  

 



Five activities to try 

4. Triple dictation  

Read the selected text at normal speed, three times. 

 

1. Listen but do not write. After the dictation, the students write 

down anything they can remember. 

2. Listen again and try to fill in some of the gaps. 

3. Listen again and try to complete the text. 
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Five activities to try 

4. Triple dictation  

Read the selected text at normal speed, three times. 

 

1. Listen but do not write. After the dictation, the students write 

down anything they can remember. 

2. Listen again and try to fill in some of the gaps. 

3. Listen again and try to complete the text. 

4. Compare notes with classmates and discuss. Ask Qs. 

5. Explain the text in your own words. 

 

 
Professional Development 32 



Meeting the challenge 

Note-taking 

The challenge at B2 level: 
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…understand a clearly structured lecture on a familiar 

subject, and can take notes; they tend to concentrate on the 

words themselves and therefore miss some information. 



Meeting the challenge 

Note-taking 

The challenge at B2 level: 

 

 

 

 

 Develop ability to take notes from normal-speed language  

 Go beyond the surface: explore meaning 

 Check understanding by rephrasing 
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…understand a clearly structured lecture on a familiar 

subject, and can take notes; they tend to concentrate on the 

words themselves and therefore miss some information. 



Five activities to try 

5. Goldfish bowl discussion 

 

 

 

 

• Inner circle: speak 

• Outer circle: observe and 

provide feedback 

• Repeat  
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Meeting the challenge 

Presentation skills  

The challenge at C1 level: 
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…give a clear, well-structured presentation of a complex 

subject, expanding and supporting points of view at some 

length with subsidiary points, reasons and relevant 

examples. Can handle interjections well, responding 

spontaneously and almost effortlessly. 



Meeting the challenge 

Presentation skills  

The challenge at C1 level: 

 

 

 

 
 

 develop critical awareness 

 focus on coherence of both language and presentation 

 promote co-operative learning 

 provide meaningful practice situations 
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…give a clear, well-structured presentation of a complex 

subject, expanding and supporting points of view at some 

length with subsidiary points, reasons and relevant 

examples. Can handle interjections well, responding 

spontaneously and almost effortlessly. 
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How insight can help 

 

Upper-Intermediate and Advanced levels:  

 

• longer and more authentic reading texts 

• more focus on culture and literature 

• word analysis feature 

• learning strategies 

• revision and consolidation 
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Longer and more authentic reading texts 
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More focus on culture and literature 
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Word analysis feature 
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Learning strategies  
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Revision and consolidation 
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